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hk But 7 would not have you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning them which are a- 


ſleep, that ye ſerrow not, even as others 
3 oe no hope. 


7 — - IE troubles and afflictons, to 
S8 Wich we are all liable in this 
mortal ſtate, are manifold and 
innumerable. Sometimes we 


thoſe various diſeaſes and infir- 
mities, which attend our bodies; 


at other ti a0 by reaſon of thoſe diſorderly and 


ſwelling ons which ruffle and diſcompoſe our 
x müde lometimes we ſee cauſe to complain of the 
hard uſage and malicious treatment of our profeſs d 
and open enemies; at other times, that thoſe 


"whom we took to be our friends, were only fuch 


in appearance, and contrary to our expectation, 
prove, treacherous and deceitful: ſometimes by our 
-own folly. and imprudence, we bring numerous 


6 pine and grieve by reaſon of 


miſchiefs upon outſelves; and at” other times we 


are afflicted by certain events of divine providence, 

"which could not be foreſeen, ot tho foteſeen, 

be PIeyented * alt which juſtify that obſeryation 
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of holy. Job v. 7. Man 1s bornunto trouble, 
at the ſparks fly upwards, i.e. by a natural, alid 
unavoidable neceſſity. 
Zut one of the greateſt grievances of humane 
fe is that long ſeparation, which is by death made 
between us and our ncar relations, or ſuch as have 
been mightily indear'd to us by the ſacred ties of 


friendſhip and affection. The greatneſs of that 


love we bore to them whilſt living, the pleaſure 


and ſatisfaction we took in their ſocicty, the bene- 


fit and advantage we reap'd by their acquaintance, 
make * parting with them moſt fad and melan- 


. choly. | 


The good apoſtle St. Paul, being ſenſible of the 


tenderneſs of our natures in this reſpe&, employs 
a part of this epiſtle in comforting thoſe, who Were 
in ſuch mournful circumſtances. And in the wore 
of our text he ſays : I would not have you-to be it- 
norant, brethren, concerning them which are aſleep, 

that ye ſorrow not, even as others «hich r no 


Habe. 


There are three 3 the TAE ſeems to inti- 


i mate in theſe words, hack I ſhall make the k 
| | of my following diſcourſe. N. 


7 


8 4 That ſome perſons of the Church of Theſſuls 
nica were lately dead; or fallen, Keck, 


. That thoſe ET Ton: were exceeding 
7 orrowful for their departed friends. a | 


* 4 « 
HOTELS 5 
: * 


| n That this their exceſſive. ſorrow was.in a 


great meaſure wing to their ignorance 
| Con- 


the Death of Dr. GAE. 5 
concerning the ſtate of the righteous after 
death. 

1. Our text intimates to us, chat ſome perſons 
of the Church of Theſ/alonica were lately dead. 
Whether theſe were ſuch as had been eminent-- 
ly uſeful and ſerviceable in the church, or whe- 
ther they were perſons indear'd to them by the ties 
of natural relation, is not mention'd by the apo- 
tle; however, this, I think, is certain, that ſome 
among them were dead, and that their death was 
ſo much lamented by the ſurvivors, that the apo- 
Mile thought it neceſſary to give them this advice, to 
| moderate, and aſſwage their grief. | 
Now the agreeableneſs of this advice to the p 
Theſſalonians, in thoſe melancholly circumſtan- 
ces, will appear with greater evidence, if we 
reflect a little upon the uacertainty of humane 
life, and that ſtate of mortality, to which all man- 
kind are equally ſubject. 
| We muſt all one time or other, undergo the ſame 
chang ge, which others have done before us. Experi- 
ence mews, that as in every age and every country, 
ſome are continually coming into this world, fo 
others are dying, and departing out of it. By / in 
death enter d into the world, and gain d an uni- 
verſal empire over all mankind, ſo that none can 
flee from him, or eſcape his darts. There is no 
man that hath power over the ſpirit, to retain the 
ſpirit, neither hath he power in the day of death, 
and there is no diſcharge in that war, Eccleſ.yiii. 8 
Some perhaps may not meet with the fame 
worldly diſappointments. as others do, ſome may 
| Eons friends than others, and may be fayour'd 
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ny of their neighbours ; but all theſe advantages 
cannot prevent their dying: For what man is he 
that liubetb, and fhall not ſee death? Who ſhall 


none! ſince all our names ſhall ſhortly be enter'd 
Here fare us, ſhall ſee us no more, neither ſhall our 


| Blace any more behold us, 'Plal. Kilx. 48. Job xx. 9. 
The young as well as the aged; the ſtrong and 


'Jeatned and judicions, as well as the moſt illiterate 
and ignorant, the moſt pious and godly, together 
With the moſt prophane and impious, muſt fall by 
tlie ſtroke 6f this imiverſal” Conquerer. Indeed 
the young and Healthful ufüally Promiſe to them- 
felves a large Thate of life, and imagine that they 
Have a much longer time to continue in this 


world, than the old and decrepit; but alas, we are 


daily NUM d, that theſe are <qually liable to be 
 "farprizd by Death as others,” and frequently 80 

«down to the grave before them. When the king 
Gf terfors comes, he makes no diſtinction of 
| 386, ſex; or condition : he regards not Whether 
4 perfon be young or Id, male or female, 


ich or Poor, ſtrong or, Whale prepar d or un 


Prepar d; They foal lie dun thike in the auft, 
| nd. the worms \pall Cover: Them, Job XXi. 26. 
One would think that if any ching could pre- 
-ferye us from death, it fhould be piety and reli- 


gion; But the frequent inſtances of mortality ſhow 
Us, char even this will not be effectual, for the righte- 


"ous die as well as the wicked. There i is indeed a vaſt 
l " | difference 


Wich a greater ſhare of this world's good, than ma- 


del uer his foul from the handof the grave? Surely 
into the regiſters of the dead, and the eye which, 


healthful, as well as the Henk and ſickly, the moſt 
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difference in the ſtate of the rightcous,and1 the wick- 


ed, after death ; and often in the manner of their 
death too: one diesin peace, the other in moſt horrid 
confuſion; one is bleſſed even in his death, know- 


ing that to him it is an entrance into life eternal the 


other dreads to depart, being filld with moſt direful 


| apprehenſions of the wrath of an angry and in- 


cenſed Deity : one can rejoice in God knowing 


him to be his reconciled friend, and therefore longs 


to be diſſolved, that he may be with him; the 
other can look upon God only as an omnipotent 
adverſary, and . trembles at the thoughts 
of appearing before him. So that Balaam might 
well wiſh to die the death of the righteaus, and 
that his /a/t end might be like his, Numb. xxiii. 10. 
However, the common law of mortality takes 
place both in the righteous and wicked. 
Our bleſſed Saviour hath indeed promiſed to 
beſtow upon all thoſe who believe in him, and o- 
bey him, life eternal; but he hath no where told 
them, they ſhall be exempted from a natural death. 
He hath ranſom them from the power of the 
grave, but hath not ſaid, they ſhall not go down. 


thither. Our text ſpeaks concerning ſuch who. 
4050 in Jeſus. Thoſe perſons, though good and 


holy, righteous and godly, yet died as well as o- 
thers. The graye therefore is moſt fitly ſtilcd the 
houſe appointed for all living, Job xxx. 23. That 
is the place to which every one of us is haſten- 
ing. We are all going to our long home, and 
whatſoever diſtinction there may now be between . 
our act and circamſtances, death will ſet WM | 
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all upon a level. In the grave We ſhall all meet 


together, The ſmall and great are there, and there 
the ſervant ts free from his maſter, Job iii. 19. 
Sccing therefore it is appointed unto ail men once 
Zo die, he only is the truely wiſe perſon, who 
feriouſly conſiders his latter end, and RT due 
* for it. But, ä * 


II. The text intimates not only, hat ſome per. ES 
ſons of the church of Theſſalonica were _ | 


dead, bur alſo that their ſurviving friends and r 


10 were exceedingly Sen and troubled for 


e loſs of them. Fg 
Here we may obſerve two hos 


1. That the apoſtle doth not abſolutely condemn | 


hate ſorrowing or the dead. 


2. That there ought, however, to be a wide: 
difference between the ſorrow, proper to be ex- 
preſsd by a chriſtian, and what was uſual among 
tlie heathens, who were ſtrangers to eee 
and the hopes of future happineſs. NE 2585 
. The apoſtle doth not abſolutely condemii 
their ſorrowing for the dead. He only cautions | 
5 them not to ſorrow even as others which have no | 
. Some expreſſions of grief and concern for our | 
departed friends, is a debt which nature ſeems to 
require of us, and I am far from thinking that 
the chriſtian religion diflolves the obligation. 1 
might mention ſeveral examples of this in tlie 
holy records; examples, not of weak and effe⸗ 
minate, but of moſt noble and heroic- minds; 


| Ach as David, whom We find not only paſſio- 
E33 EDIT DCA "NY. 
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| 


nately lamenting the death of his ſon Ab{alom ; 
but when in a more compoſed frame, ſedately 
Weeping over Jonathan and Abner, 2 Sam. i. 26. 


chap. iii. 33, &c. The prophet Feremiah lamen- 


ted, and taught others to lament, the death of that 


Ereat and moſt excellent prince Joſh ah, 2 Chron. 


XXXV. 25. And when the patriarch Jacob died, 
his friends mourn'd with a great and ſofe lumen 
tation, Gen. 20. Our bleſſed Saviour, who 


never had any irregular, or diſorderly paſſion, when 


Lazarus was dead, wept over his grave. Feſtus 
Sept, John xi. 35. And when the protomartyr 
Stephen died, de vout men carried him to his burial, 
and made a great lamentation over him, Acts viii. 2. 
And it is Koken of as a curſe upon Fehotakim, 
the fon of Joſiah king of Judab, that he ſhould 


die without lamentation. ; 


I ſhall here mention two or three reaſoris; why 
we ought to. be ſorrowful at ſuch times. ; 

(x.) Becauſe this brings to our minds the dread- 
ful effects, and woeful conſequences of ſin. -For 
. Jin hath deſtroy d the hole World. Thus the 


Ipoſtle Paul NUKE EY by one man ſin entrtd 
into the world, and death by it mM, Rom. v. 12. 


And, for ought. we know, our own particular ſins, 
andthe {ngall' improvement we, have made by the 
ſogicty and, converſation, by the good advice and 
pious den of our friends, may be one 


cauſe of God's removing then from us. He ſeems 
to take n a Way, as if 7 the, world Was vot worth y 


1 "We have cauſe to mourn PIR het Height of 
e liege * e of \the great los we | 
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ourſelves ſuſtain thereby. Nay, farther, the re- 
moyal of the righteous by death, eſpecially ſach | 
who have been ſerviceable in a public capacity, 
is a loG to mankind in general. It would there- 
fore argue ſtupidity, not to be touch d with a ſenſe 
of it. What a wonderful bleſſing was Noah, that 
excellent preacher of riehteoufleſs, to the old 
world, had they but had the wiſdom to improve 
it > What a great bleſſing was Lot to wicked 9. 
dom, when God himſelf told him, he could not 
do any thing againſt the city, whilſt he remain- | 
cad among them? Our bleſſed Saviour calls his! 
diſciples the ſalt of the earth, and the light of || 
Ihe world, intimating hereby, that the inftraction: 
and examples of pious and godly perſons are like 
falt, to preſerve thoſe they converſe with. But, 
(3.) We have ſtill greater cauſe to mourn upon 
ſuch occaſions, becauſe the death of the rightcous 
is ſometimes a ſad omen to the ſurvivors, and a 
preſage of ſome dreadful judgment that is com- 
ing upon the earth. Good men ſeem to be re- 
moved hence, that they may not be condemn'd 
with the world. The righteous (faith the prophet 
aa) periſheth, and no man layeth it to heart; 
i} and merciful men are taken away, none conſider- 
aua that the righteous is taken away from the evil 
to come, 16. IVii. 1. As if the death of the god- | 
ly was a ſymptom of ſome remarkable evil about 
to fall onthoſe who ſurvive. We ought therefore 
at ſuch a time to humble ourſelves under the 
mighty hand of God, and to cry out with the 
| Plalmiſt, Help, $I ' for the godly man ceaſeth, for 
. the faithful fat from * the children of men. 


For 
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For theſe reaſons we have great cauſe to mourn 
at the departure of thoſe, who ſleep in Jeſus. And 


this is ſo far from being forbidden, that it ſeems 


rather 'to be ſuppoſed inthe text ; for the apoſtle 


| doth not fay, that we ought not to ſorrow at all, 


but that we ought not to ſorrow 4s others, 


|; which have no hope. 


proceed now to obſerve, | 
2. That there ought to be a wide difference 
between the ſorrow proper to be expreſsd by a 
chriſtian, and what was uſual among the heathen ; 
who were ſtrangers to chriſtianity, and the b 
of future happineſs. | 
By thoſe which have no hope, tis evident we are 


to underſtand the heathen, the generality of whom 


had little or no expectation of a life after this. 


The wiſer of them, indeed, ſeem to have entertain'd 


ſome faint hopes of the immortality of the ſoul; but 


they were all in general ſo far from believing there- 
ſurrection of the body, that they exploded and ridi- 


culed the ſuppoſition. Celſus, in particular, ſaith, tis 
impoſſible, and calls the hope of it oxAixcev 1 A 
a hope fitter to be entertained by worms, than 


men. Accordingly, we find St. Paul deſcribing 


the heathen as perſons who had nohope, Eph. ii: 1 2. 
They are there ſtiled, aliens from the common- 
wealth of, Iſrael, and ſtran 12 from the cove- 
nants of promiſe, having no And as they 
were without hope, their how for the dead was: 


_ Uſually expreſs d in a very fooliſh, and extravagant 


manner. Some of them would not only tear 


their hair, but their face; cut themſelves, beat 
their breaſts, and run | howling up and down in a 


— 82 | I 2 | moſt 
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moſt frantic manner: others would even jump 


into the funeral pile, that they might be burnt 
alive with their departed relation or friend x. 

But chriſtians muſt mourn after another ſort. 
They muſt mourn as ſuch who are duely ſenſible 


of God's hand, and know tis their . to ſub- 


mit to their heavenly Father in all things. They 
ſhontd endeavour to bring themſelves to the ſame 
compoſed frame with that of the Pſalmiſt, ſaying, 
J was dumb, J opened not my mouth ; becauſe 
thow didft it, Pal. xxxix. 9. They ſhould be- 


have as ſuch, who have not only deſerved this, but 
_ heavier firokes alfo to fall upon them; as ſuch, 


who know that God is ee wiſe and good, 


* That ſuch wild — ons of grief were uſual among the cal- 
tern nations in the ti time ge is evident fromthe command given 
to the 1/7 aelites, not to disfigure themſelves upon thoſe oecalions; 
Dale. XIV. T. Ie are the childieh of the Lord Jar Gag ge fat 


not cut yourſebves, nor make any bald left between 9 7075 eyes for the 
dead. And Lev. Xix. 28. they are expreſſly fold Glen 1 
make any inciſions in their feſh for the dead >. Te f hall not make 


any cartings in your 1 1 rhe dead, nos prim any marks 
I an the Lord. tearing of the cheeks, together ah 


_ the  mourpful yellings, uſual at nerals, were forbiden in the 


File zuuvelvie tables. The words are tiefe: Mujeres ge 
o radunto : meu: lefſarn funoris ergo habento. Which law Cizero 
thus interprets :. Hbc vcteres interpretes, Sex. 2 L. Acillins 


| aon far Þ 1 N dixerunt : > ſed 77 3 Ve ſtiment 1 aliquod g ge- 


Alis, tlefſun, quaſi Ingubren cjtlationem, fit Vox 
uod é magi fu af derum efſe, quia lex Solonis 
. And that the cuſtom of 
ng 2 Greeks, is further con- 
2 rremidorns, cap. 30. - BB. 1. 
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in the government of the world, that he orders; 
and difpoſes all things for the beſt ; and that they 
ought therefore to ſubmit all their concerns to his 
difpofal. Theſe things rightly conſidered, will. 
moderate our gricf, and keep it within proper 
bourids'; eſpecially if we add the conſideration 
of; the ſtate of the ſonl' departed, and the glori- 
ous reſutrection of the body; but of theſe Thal 
ſpeak prefentl 7. 
I proceed now to the third and laft ng! in- 
timated in the text. 


Ul. The apoſtle hete inttmares Pn the rede 
| ſorrow of the Theſſalonian chriftians upon the ac- 
count of their departed friends, was im a great 
meaſure owing to their ignorance concerning 
the happy and blefſed ſtate of thoſe, 250 feep 11 
e 
"Thi ereforc he < aith, I would not have you ” 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
Ju, tha ye ſorrow not, even as others which 
zoe nv hope, q. d. © This your extravagant and im- 
« moderate grief for your departed friends; is o W-. 
4 ing to your ignorance or want of cunſiatrati-. 
4 pp; did you but conſider what à bleſſed ſtate 
e and condition they are in, who are fallen — 
„ in Jeſhs; this would mitigate your ſorrow, and 
4 allay your grief. 
My buſineſs therefore under this head, ſhall be i 
to sev, what we know from divine revelatign' | 
concerning them which fleep in Jeſus 
t. The Scriptures affure us, that they are per- 
* fred on all thoſe trouble atid — : 
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to which they were expoſed in this mortal ſtate. 
They are delivered from all thoſe evils, which un- 
avoidab nd this imperfect life. Hence the 
ſj * bleſſed, who die 
in the Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. becauſe they reſt from 
their labours. This is mentione 597 one part of 
their felicity, and it is ſo nec a part, that 
without it there could be no happineſs. Innumera- 
bleare the cares and fears, the troubles and ſorrows, | 
to which the good man is expoſed while in this 
world; ariſing ſometimes from the weakneſs and 
frailty of his body; ſuch as frequent pains and 
aches, ſickneſſes and diſeaſes, Which quite ſpoil 
his other enjoyments, rendring them taſtleſs and 


inſi pid : at other times from his mean circumſtan- 


ces in the world; for he is liable to loſſes and 
diſappointments, to penury and want, as well as 
others. He frequently knows not which way to 
turn himſelf, or what method he - ſhall take to 
gain a neceſſary ſupply for himſelf and family. 
Sometimes he is weeping and lamenting over 
wicked and ungodly relations, who are taking evil 
_ courſes, and running in the broad way, that leads 
to everlaſting perdition ; and at other times he is 
greatly troubled, upon account of their ſudden 
and unexpected removal. Theſe things make him 
eyen long and deſire (if God ſee fit) to be diſſolved; 
and cauſe him to cry out in the language of the holy 
Pfalmiſt ; Oh that I had wings like a dove : for 


E | then would I flee away : and beat reſt, Pal. a 6. 


Again, the good man meets with no ſmall un- 
caſineſs from thoſe temptations to which. he is 


ke Expoſed, He is not * violently To! 
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riod ſhall be put to all his troubles: God ſhall 


muſt alſo maintain a conflict ein, principalities, 


|. 23 ainſt powers, againſt the rulers of the darkneſs uf 


this world, and againſt ſpiritual wickedneſſes in 
high places. So that he hath need to be ever up- 
on his guard ; to be always vigilant and watchful ; 
and to be ſending up prayers and ſupplications to 


heaven for help and aſſiſtance; leſt he be van- 


quiſh'd and ſubdued by his ſpiritual enemies. 
But farther, good men are in this life not on- 
ly liable to manifold temptations ; but too often, 
to their own great grief and ſorrow, actually com- 


ply with them. The remainders of ſin hang a- 


bout the beſt of men, obſtructing them in their 


journey to the celcſtial Canaan ; and this creates 
great trouble in their minds. Sincere chriſtians 
are indeed, by St. Paul, ſaid to be made free from 
in, Rom. vi. 22. but we are not thereby to un- 


derſtand, that they never actually tranſgreſs ; for 


who is he that liveth and ſinneth not? But as 


the apoſtle explains himſelf, Chap. viii. 2. they arc 


of the ſame apoſtle, O wretched man that I am, 


who ſhall deliver me from the body of this death * 


But when once the chriſtian dies, an eternal pe- 


Wipe 


eee ee . ea ee rr ¶ ] e —————— —— Ä w 


| the Death of Dr. Gate. i 
from within; but likewiſe vigorouſly attacked 
from without. He hath not only fleſhly luſts, 
to grapple with, which war againſt his ſoul, but 


made free from the lau, or the dominion, sf 
. 5 
An abſolute freedom from ſin is not to be at- 
tained by us in this life; but on the contrary, the 
beſt of chiſtians are guilty of many ſlips and fai- 
lures, which make them to cry out in the words 
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ulibe audy all tears: frum his eyes, aud there ſhall 


ele no more death, neither ſorrow, nor cryin E- nei. 
ther hall there be any more pain, Rev. Xri. . 
Theſe things ſhall all paſs away and the voice of 
mourning ſhall be heard no more No longer 
ſhall he have temptations to ſtruggle with. He 
Ahall meet with nothing that can diſturb his peace, 


or endanger his happineſs, but ſhall gain a com- 
plwKeat victory over ſin, and be eſtabliſhed in an 


unchangeable ſtare of holineſs. Oh happy and 
a lade When all our forrows ſhall have 
an end, and we ſhall enter into everlaſting reſt ! 
However, it is our duty, to Wait with patience, 


the days of our appointed time, till our change 


come. But, 
2. The Scriptures teach us, that the ſouls of 
| thoſe who die in the faith, are upon their de- 


: ehence, admitted into the preſence of Chriſt. 
- ig Some perſons from the words of tlie text, and 
other paſſages, herein death is reſembled to ſleep, 


have imagined, that the ſoul remains in a ſtate of 
inſenſibility, from the time of death, till the ge- 


neral refurre&ion.I ſhall not have leiſure at preſent, 


to enter far upon this argument; I would however 
obſerve, that in moſt of the places ofScripture, where 


-this metaphor of ſleep is uſed, there can be no 


100m to doubt, but it muſt be referred to the 
body „and I am apt to think, that no inſtance 
can be produced, Where it can fairly be applied, to 
the ſaul. 
However, I ſhall; juſt mention. two Or - thice 
. 1 which appear to, me: to tach the direct 


(faith 


I : 3 I. 21, &c. Fur ane tu live 


. 


IAiue in the fleſh,this is the fruit of my labour : yet 
what T ſhall chooſe, I wot not. For Iam in a [trait be- 


| twixt two, having a deſire to depart, and to be with 


Chriſt, which is far better. Nevertheleſs, to a- 


bide in the fleſh is more needful For you. Now, 
can we reaſonably ſuppoſe that the good apoſtle 


St. Paul (than whom none was more zcalous, 


none more concern'd for the glory of God, and 
the propagation of the Goſpel) would prefer a ſtate 
of inſenſibility, to a life which ſo mightily tend- 
ed to his maſter's glory! Could he be at a los 
| which to chooſe; a life moſt uſeful and benefici- | 
al to mankind,” moſt ſerviceable to the et 
of his redecmer, and accompanied with 

ſent delight and ſatisfaction in the diſcharge of 
his duty; or a life of deu reſt and in- 


activity 


Again, the . apoſtle, Cor. v. 6. is very ex⸗ 
preſs; ; Me are ak Ways confident, knowing that 


whilſt. we are at home in the body, Wwe are ab. 
ſent from te Lord, i. e. whilſt we are in the 


body, and live in this world, we are detain d from 


our happineſs; therefore he adds, verſe 8 Ae 


are confident, ; ſay, and willing rather ttb be 


Lorg. 
Andagain, our Saviour aſſures the penitent chief, 


that he ſhould be im 


rily I ſay unto thee; to day ſhalt thou be <xith 
ne in paradiſe. Theſe paſſages ſeem ſo evident 


Mag: I med: ag mare. 44 mention them. Now 
5 this 


* 
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(ith the apoſtle) 25 Chriſt,and to diets gain. But if 


rode Fog from the way, ang . to be. preſent with | 


lately admitted into pa- 
radiſe; Luke. xxiii. 43: Feſus ſaid unto him, He. 
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this is another very good reaſon, why we ſhould 
moderate our grief for our godly friends depar- | 
ted, that their death, though | it be our great loſs, | 
is their ineſtimable gain. But I proceed 

3. The holy Scriptures aſſure us, that thoſe who 
ſleep in Feſus ſhall awake, and have a glorious Þ 
and happy reſurrection at the laſt day. This is | 
190 reaſon aſſigned by the apoſtle in the words] 
following our text, why the Theſſalonian chriſti- 
ans ought not to mourn for their godly friends] 
_ departed, as ſuch who were without hope, For 
if we believe (faith he) that Feſus died, and roſe 
again, even ſo them 06 which ſleep in Feſus, 
Dull God bring with him. I think, I cannot bet. 
ter give the meaning of theſe words, than in the 
following phraſe. « If this be a certain truth, 
e that” Jeſus died, and roſe again, as you profels Þþ 
ce to believe; then is it alſo certain, that chriſti- 
* ans, which are all members of his body, ſhall 
e riſe likewiſe ”. So that the deſign of the a 
poſtle in theſe words, is to prove from the re- 
ſurrection of Chriſt, that the dead ſhall riſe. The] 
ſame argument he makes uſe of, 1 25 XV. 20. 
where he aſſures us, that Chriſt is riſen from the 
dead, and become the firſt fruits of them that 
ſlept, alluding to the fir/t Aab among the Fews, 
which were a pledge and token of a future 
| harveſt.” And this is a ſufficient evidence of the 
certainty of our reſurrection; that Chriſt, who 
promiſed to raiſe us from the dead, did 8 6 die, 
| and is riſen himſelf. | 
The bodies of the ſaints, therefore, are not laid 
in the — to be loſt for ever; but ſhall moſt 
| | aſſured) 


the higheſt pleaſure, appear befò 


ALE. 
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aſſuredly awake in the morning of the reſurrection. 


Then ſhall they ariſe to a ſtate of everlaſting bliſs 


and felicity. And perhaps it might be for this 
5 reaſon, that the apoſtle ſpeaking gt thoſe who 


were departed this life, doth not ſay ; I would 
not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concer 1- 


ing them which are dead; but concerning them 
which are aſleep. However, theſe bodies ſhall be 


greatly changed, and render'd beautiful and glo- 
rious ; for, as it is written, He, i. c. Chriſt, ſhall 
change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned 


like unto his glorious body, according to the Wwork- 


ing whereby he is able even to ſubdue all things 


=” himſclf, Phil. iii. 21. Theſe bodies, which 


were ſown in corruption, ſhall be raiſed in mcor- 


ruption, which were ſown in diſhonour, ſhall 


be raiſed in glory; which were ſotn in weakneſs, 


ſhall be raiſed in power. They are here liable to be - 


worn out by labour, to decay by age, and to 
waſte by various diſeaſes: but they ſhall be raiſed 
active and vigorous, no longer ſubject to their 


former infirmities, never to ſuffer grief, ſickneſs, 
pain, or wearineſs any more. The body, thus 


redeemed from mortality, and all the inconveni- 
ences of this preſent ſtate, ſhall receive the joy- 
ful ſpirit ; which being reunit 
{eparated again. Then chall the righteous, with 
e judge, who 


will moſt plentcouſly reward thei ſincere, though 
very imperfect ſervices ; and publickly commend 
and applaud their fidelity, ſaying, Nell done, good 
and faithful ſervants, enter into the joy of your 

Lord. Tem ſhall the ſincere chriſtian find that 
i GW. e . his 


1 
/ 
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{hall never be 
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his labour hath not been in vain in the Lord, 

that God is not unrighteous, to forget his <Wwork: 
and labour of. love; that ſo ſmall a favour, as 
a cup of cold water onely, given to a diſciple, 7 
the nam? of a diſciple, ſhall not paſs his notice ; 
and that he will not let even the leaſt ſervice go - 
unrewarded : for then ſhall the king ſay to each 

of his faithful ſervants, Come, ye bleſſed of my fa- 
ther, inherit the kingdom Prepared x from 
the foundation of the world. 7 Was an 
hungred, and ye our me meat: I was thirſty, 
and y? gave me rink : I was a ſtranger, and ye 
took me in naked, and ye clothed me.: I was 
fick, and ye viſited me : 1 was in priſon, and 
ye came unto me. Then ſhall the righteous an- 
fewer him, admiring at his great goodr.$, that he 
Thould ſo kindly receive their imperfe& ſervices. 


faying, Lord, when ſaw we thee an hungred, and || 


fed thee ? Or thirſty, and gave thee drink ? 

l hen ſaw we thee a ſtranger, and took thee in? 

Or naked, and clothed thee ? Or when ſaw we 
thee fick, or in priſon, and came unto thee ? 
Aud the king ſhall anſwer, and ſay unto them, 

Verity J {ay 25 Jt inaſmuch as ye have done 

it unto ou? of the loaſt of theſe my brethren, ye 

Hate den? it unto Pe, Matt. xxv. 34, Cc. 

* Having thus gone through the ſeveral things! pro- 
poled to diſcourſe on from the text, I ſhall how cloſe 
all with a few reflections on what has been ſaid. 
e us ſeriouſly conſider, that this happy 
| ſtate, of which I have been ſpeaking, is peculi- 

ar to the - righteous. None but theſe do ar 
1} their departüre hence enter into the preſence of 


D"_ | | | „ Chriſt : | 
| | | | 3411 
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Chriſt; none but theſe ſhall ariſe at the laſt day 
fo a glorious and happy immortality, The wick- 


ed indeed ſhall riſe again, as well as the righte- 


ous,. bur it ſhall be 20 ſhame and everlaſting con- 


| tempt. How deplorable then muſt be the cafe 


of ſuch, who, though they live under the Goſpel 
diſpenſation, which affords all the light and aſſiſtance 
that is proper to direct and diſpoſe them for a hap- 


py cternity, yet when they come to die, can have 
no juſt expectation of future happineſs, nor can their 


friends and relations have any comfortable hope 

concerning them! For ſuch unhappy perſons, 
we have great cauſe to mourn. There is ſome- 
what to dry up our tears for thoſe who /{-ep in 


FJeſus, but how ſhould we lament for thoſe who 
atonce drop into the grave and everlaſting miſery ? 


For thoſe, who under the diſpenſation of "the Goſ- 


pel (wherein are contain 'd the moſt powerful mo- 


tives to a holy life, and wherein likewiſe the wrath 
of God is moſt clearly revealed againſt all ungod- 


| lineſsand unrighteouſneſs of men) have lived with- 


out God and withoutChriſt in the world ?For thoſe, 
whoſe whole life hath been, as it were, one con- 
tinued act of rebellion againſt their maker, who 
have deſpiſed his authority, tranſgreſſed his righte- 
ous laws, and violated, his holy precepts? Whoſe 
whole buſineſs it has been to gratify and indulge 
their ſenſual appetites, who have entirely thrown 
off their allegiance to tlieir ſupreme king and go- 
yernour, and "would not that he ſhould reign over 
them? Who have diſdainfully rejected all over- 
tures of mercy, all offers of peace and reconci- 
liation, and have r unto the Almighty, Depart 
From 
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from us, wwe deſire not the knowledge of thy ways 15 
What can be more afflictive to a good man than 
ſuch a deplorable object? How muſt it grieve his 
righteous ſoul, to behold one of theſe miſerable 
| wretches for whom he hath any, even the leaſt 
affection, expiring ? Good God ! how terrible 
muſt it be to bchold a poor ſinner, concerning 
whom we can have no hope, in the agonies of 
death, and upon the borders of eternal deſtruction? 
And as the godly friends and relatives of ſuch a 
- perſon can have no good hope concerning him, 
what deep concern muſt impreſs their minds, to 
think that he muſt ſhortly appear before that juſt 
and holy God, who will by no means acquit the 
auilty, or ſuffer the ſinner to pals unpuniſh'd ? 
Such a one may be juſtly ſaid, in the language of 
the wiſe man, to be driven away, while the 
righteous hath hope in his death, Prov. xiv. 32. 
He generally dies full of peace and comfort ; when 
the righteous, walks through the dark and gloomy 


Male, He fears no ill, becauſe God is with him. 


2. If the ſtare of thoſe who ſleep in Jeſus, be 
ſuch as 1 have repreſented, this ſhould encourage 
the chriſtian to go on in the practice of holineſs; 
to be preſſing toward the mark for the obtaining 
the prize of the high calling of God in Chriſt 
Feſus. If we have our fruit unto holineſs, the 
end will be life everlaſting. Therefore, my be- 
toved brethern, be ye ſted faſt, unmo cable, always | 
abounding in the work fe the Lord, Fora ſmuch as 

.you know, that your labour is not in*vain in the 
Lord. Have a ſteddy reſpect, chriſtians, to the 


; recompence of reward, that ſo you may be pre. 
| ſerved 


L 
, 
1 
q 
0 
f 
? 


wn HE ak + Fils, ao. 3 8 ws tt. ON. = 


. — 


the Death of Dr. GAL EF. 2 3 1 


ſetved faithful unto death; then ſhall you recieve 


the crown of life. 


3. The repreſentation which hath been given 
of the ſtate of the righteous after death, may ſerve 
to comfort and ſupport the chriſtian under all the 


evils and ſufferings of this preſent life. The Scrip- 
tures aſſure us, that che ſufferings of this preſent 


time, are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory which fhatl be revealed in us, Rom. viii. 18. 


And verſe 28. that a// things ſoall work together 
for good, to themthat love God. The good; man 


therefore has reaſon to be comforted, even in 


the moſt diſtreſſed circumſtances. My 5 


may he ſay, are grcat and many; however, I 
know they are working for me an eternal, and 


_ exceeding weight of glory. The path I walk) in 


is rugged, and uncaſy, but it is the way tojmy 


crown. Beſides, my afflictions will not laſt al- 


Ways. I have but a few days of trouble more to 
paſs over, and theſe things ſhall all be at an end a 


few more difficulties to ſtruggle with, then ſhall | 


1 enter into the joy of my Lord. 

4. What has been ſaid ſhould reconcile the if 
chriftitin to the thoughts of death. There-are, 1 
believe, ſome good perſons Who through fear | 


of death are all their life time ſubjecs to bon. 
dage. They can ſcarce take any comfort during 


Na becauſe they are ſo much terrified about dy- 
But if, when the chriſtian dies, he is perfectly 
freed from all the cvils which attended him in this 


life; if at his departure hence, he enters into a happy 
ſtate, why ſhould the thoughts of death affright him? 
Has he not reaſon rather to defere to depart, that 
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he may be with Chriſt ? And to be . 3 
the body, that he may be preſent with the Lord? 
Is reſt ungrateful after hard toil, and labour? Nay, 
is it not what the weary man earneſtly deſires ? 


Why then ſhould we repreſent death with terror 


to our own minds? 

5. And /a/tly, the conſideration of the happy 
dondition of thoſe who are fallen aſlaep in Feſas, 
affords us the moſt ſolid comfort, and ſupport, 


under the loſs of our pious and godly friends. We 


have indeed abundant cauſe to deplore the loſs We 


ſuffer, in the death of that reverend perſon, whoſe 


dectaſe occalion'd this diſcourſe. Yet let us not 
_ as thoſe who have no hope, becauſe we 


have good reaſon to believe, that he is aſleeb in 


Feſes, that he is entered into everlaſting ret, and 
that our loſs is his inconceivable g gain. 


* * 
+ * 


it will now, I preſume, be expected > 1 I 
Would draw his character. To do this with juſtice 


to the deceaſed, is, I am very ſenſible, a task far 


ſuperiour to my abilities. However, as the righte: 
aus ought to be had in remembrance, I ſhould: be 
inexcuſable to paſs him over in ſilence. There- 
fore, for the fake of thoſe who were lets: con- 
verſant with him, I ſhall mention a few things, 
which I hope may be uſeful in exciting them to 


cke imatation of his virtues: as for thoſe who 
Had che happineſs of his acquaintance, they can 


form a much better idea of him in their on 
minds, _ OT No 1 IS gl nl 
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fle was bleſs d with extraordinary natural abili- 
ties; a hail, ſtrong conſtitution, a ſmooth, ready 


wit, a bright, and lively fancy, a piercing thought, 
a quick invention, a ſtrong CA and a good 
and ſolid judgment. ' 


Theſe excellent qualificatians were very muck 


heighten d and improv'd, by the advantages he re- 
ceivd from an ingenuous and liberal education: 
in which he made fo great a progreſs, as render'd 

him truly valuable to all perſons of real worth and 
learning, who were fo happy as to have any know- 
ledge of, or acquaintance with him. 


In the Year 1698, which was but the 1 oth year of 


his age, he was honoured by the Univerſity of Le:- 
den with the Degree of Doctor of Philoſophy, 
which, though he was then ſo young, I have been 
aſſured by a Profeſſor of that Univerſt ity, was ne- 


ver conferred upon one who better deſerv d it. 
He was ſcarce enter d upon his 27th year, when 


he had finiſh'd his learned Reflections on Mr. Walke 
Hr iſtory of infant baptiſin; an hiſtory ſq wellreceivd 


by men of character for learning, that it gain'd the 
author the thanks of the lower Houſe of Convoca- 
tion. How canſiderable Dr. Galès anſwer to that 
performance was eſteem'd, even by thoſe who 


were not of his ſentiments, appears from hence; 


that Mr. Hall's Reply, after ſeveral years, procurd 


him the honour of adegree of Dr.of Divinity from 


the. Univerſity of Oxford: not. to mention the 
character given it by ſeveral perſons of eminent 
learning, RT 53 Wan. *,, But what 
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Dr. Gals thoughts were of that Reply, the world F 
would. have known from himſelf, had it pleas Þþ | 
God to have proleng'd his life; for he was pre- 
paring an anſwer to it a little before his death. | 
But what render'd him moſt valuable, was, that] 
his mind was well ſtored with heavenly gifts and 
graces z ſo that as a ſcribe well inſtructed in the | 
law, he brought forth of his treaſures things new 
and old, Futtfiſh'd: to every gbd work, he was 
prevail's on to engage in the miniſtry ;- in the dil- 
charge of which bffice he ſtudicd to ſhew hin 
ſelf approved to God; a workitian that needed not 
to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth, 
and giving to all a portion in due ſeaſbn. In his 
preaching,thohc highlydeſerv dthe praiſe and com- 
mendation of his heaters, yet Ane he ſbuglit was 
their ptofit and advantage. It was pleaſing and 
agreeable to a polite and ingenious audlenee; Which 
uſually attended him, and at the ſame time plain 
aer, to perſons of a meaner capacity : ſo that in 
| hisdife6utſes there was infraction f for the ignorant, 
and entertainment for the moſt learned and judi- 
cious. His deportment in the pulpit Was eaſy, yer - 
#tended with a ſeriouſneſs and gravity becoming 
| the ſolemnity of the work, in which he was en- 
gazed. His method was exact, his ſtile elegant, 
| = But unaffected, his reaſoning clear and ſtrong, 
aud his arguments juſt and nervous, which by his- 
happy managing them, conſtantly diſcoverd freſh 
beauties to bl hearcrs. His Voice was: clear and: 
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meledious, which at once charmꝭd the ear, raiſed 
and fired the imagination, and could nor eaſily 
fail to gain the affections, and engage a reaſonable. 
mind not wholly ſunk in fin, andbound dow with 
vicious habits, to receive the truth 27 /ove. 
did not ſhun ro declare, as far as he could, the 


He 


whole connſcl of God; nor was he afraid to op- 
pole thoſe ſentiments he apprehended to be erro- 
ncous : tho' the zeal he ſometimes uſed upon thole- 
occaſions, might perhaps induce ſome, unrealen- 
ably fond of their OWN opinions, to treat his la- 
bours with diſreſpect. lowcycr, it is apparent 
from the whole of his conduct, that the carheſt- 


neſs he has at any time ſhown in contending for 


what he eſteem'd the truth, did not ariſe from 
the diſaffection of his mind to the perſon of any 
man; but from the love he bore to fouls, from his 


great deſire to reclaim thoſe whom he thought miſ- 


taken, and prevent, to the utmoſt of his power, 
others from running into the like ſentiments. He 
ſtrictly adher'd to che Scriptures as the perfect and 
only rule of his faith and practice: and was a zea- 


lous aflerter and patron of univerſal liberty, where 
it tended not to licentiouſnels ; a warm oppoſer of 
all humane impoſitions in matters of religion; and 


uſed earneſtiy to preſs all chriſtians to ſtand faſt in 


that liberty, whercewith Chriſt had made them free, 


He. entertain d a fincere and hearty reſpect 


for all good men, and paid a great regard to his 
Maſter's new commandment to his: diltiples to love. 


one amor her. The different apprehenfions between 


nate his affections from them. He truly loved all 


| 

him and other chriſtians, did not in the leaſt alie- 
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Who bore the i image of the bleſſed Jeſus. Hey va- 
lued all his fellow travellers, thoug h they did not 
walk juſt in his path. 
Ne had an cven and compoſed temper, which 
diſcover d itſelf in the conſtant ſerenity of his | 
countenance. The different turns of his affairs 
ſeem d to make little or no impreſſion upon his 
mind; for he with the great apoſtle St. Paul, 
had learned in whatever ftate he was, therew ith 
to bè content. He knew both to be abaſed, 
and how'to abound: every where, und in all things 
W.oas he inſtructed, both to be full, and to be hun- 
gry, both to abound and to ſuffer need. 
| He was truly pious, but without any thing of | 
oſtentation, exerciſing himſelf herein to have a | 
conſcience void of offence, toward God, and to- 
ward man. He adorn'd the profeſſion he made of 
the chriſtian doctrine, by a holy and exemplary 
life; which was a convincing proof, that he firm- 
Iy belieyvd religion to be of the greateſt importance, 
and that he was in earneſt when he 1 d - 
erſuade others to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- | 
3s m this preſent — OY. « 2 N 
lle was a perſon of great integrity; and prefer d 
the peace of his own mind, in the anſwer of a 
good conſcience, to all other conſiderations. His 


thoughts were fo fully employ'd about affairs 


of the higheſt conſequence, that he neglected ſe- 
veral opportunities of advancing his temporal in- 
tereſts. He was ſo intent upon his great Ma- 
ſer's buſineſs, that he had little time left to lay out 
on theſe affairs; ; and was ſo warmly engag d in the 
NY 3 purſuit 
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purſuit of the durable riches of the eternal world, 
that theſe fading treaſures paſt his notice. 


He was a kind friend; and made it his buſi- 


neſs to inſtruct, and 1 to adviſe, and on 
proper occaſions to reprove thoſe, with whom 


he converſed; which moſt difficult office of friend- 


ſhip he fo well managed, that none could be of- 
fended with him. 


And being always delighted 
in doing good, he was ever as ready to perform 


any friendly office, even for the meaneſt diſciple 


of Chriſt Jeſus, as for thoſe whoſe circumſtan- 


ces being more exalted, are from thence generally 


deem'd 10 have a more commanding influence. 
He abounded greatly in thoſe fruits of the 


ſpirit, mentioned by the apoſtle, Gal. v. 22, 23. | 
Love, joy, peace, long ſuſferimg, gentleneſs, gol. 
neſs, faith, meekneſs and temperance. | 
virtue, wherein he peculiarly excelled, was his 


But that 


great humility. Notwithſtanding his valuable 


and uncommon abilities, both — and ac- 


quired, he always appeared humble and modeſt, 
mild and courteous, and was ſo far from having 


a vain and proud conceit of his own endowments, 

that he knew how (without the affected vanity 

of leſſening his own qualifications) to eſteem o- 
© thers better than himſelf. 


He bore his laſt ſickneſs with great patience 


and reſignation to the will of God. "When a little 


before his diſſolution, his mournful conſort with 
weeping eyes, and wringing hands, expected the 
dreadful ſeparation, Truſt in the allſuffcient one, 
ſays the good man, who can, if he thinks fit, 
raiſe me ** He 2 to depart with the 

| greateſt 


30 A Funeral StxMon on 
greateſt compoſure and ſerenity of mind, making 
good that obſervation of the P/almi/?, that * 
end of the perfeci and upright man is peace. 
And indeed what ſhould diſcompoſe him? For 
he well knew in whom he had believed. Be knew 
that if this earthly houſe of his tabernacle were = 
diſſolved, he ould have a building of God, a houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
He knew that while he was a? home in the body, 
he was abſent from the Lord; that for him te die 
would be his gain; and that it was far Herter 
to depart, that he might be with Chriſt. 
Thus have I given you an imperfect character 
of that eminent ſervant of God, whoſe praiſe in 
the Goſpel is throughout the churches. And how 
happy would it be, if all thoſe who call them 
| ſelves chriſtians, would be followers of him, as 
he alſo was of Chriſt Jeſus ! Who of us all is not 
ready to cry out with Balaam : O that I might die 
of the death the righteous,and that my laſt end may 
e like his ? If then we would attain the ſame happy 


cad, if we would receive the ſame reward with | 


thoſe who are gone before us, to inherit zh pro- 

miſcs ; we muſt be followers of them in their 
faith, and patience, and other chriſtian graces. 
Holineſs is abſolutely neceſlary to happineſs. God 
himſelf. has expreſly declared, that without this no 
man ſnail ſee him; and that if we ſow to the 
eſb, we ſpall of the fleſh reap corruption. Let 
| thoſe therefore, who have never yet ſeriouſly 
thought on their ways, now turn their feet un- 
to God's tetimonics. It highly concerns you 3 
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be ſpeedy i in an affair of ſo great importance, to 
make /, and delay not to keep God's command- 
ments. The time of your continuance in this world 
is very unccrtain ; 70 day, therefore, while it is 
called to day, harden not aur hearts. Behold, 
now is the accepted time; Behold, now is the 
day of ſalvation. Conſider, that as you go out 
_of this world, ſuch will be your condition for- 
cver. Death will fix and detetmine your cver- 
laſting ſtate. Indeed, was it poflible after death 
to return back into rhis world, and amend the 
errors of your lives, there would be ſome excuſe 
for delay; but, alas! when you are once gone 
hence, you are paſt recovery. This is the time 
of trial and probation, but hereafter there will be 
u ſpare allowed you for repentance ; therefore, 
whatſuever your hand findeth: ro abe, doe it with 
with all your might ; for there is no work, nor de- 
vice, nor kfnnculeugr, nor wiſdom in the grave, 
_ whither you are haſtening. Let each of us then 
_ dnely confider, that our /ife is even A vapour, 
_ that 7 th for a little time, and then ua- 
nifoeth away ; that when it ſhall pleaſe: God, ia 
his wiſe providence, to call us out of this world, 
we may fall ey in Feſus, and an abundant 
entrance may be adminiſtred' to us into his ever · 
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2.8 An Impartial View of the Nice Difficul- 

ties that affect the Trinitarian, or clog the Arian 
I} Schemic. Wherein, among ather things, that im- 
portant Quære, whether gut Lord is to be wor- 
ſhipid as Mediator, is fairly diſeuſſed; and the 
Tendency: of each Doctrine, to heighten Mora- 
lity, and promote the Life, Purity, and Beauty of 
Keligion, fully conſidered, &. Containing an 
| 


Anſwer to Mr Forster's Appendix, Cc. and to 
a Pamphlet, entitled, The Unity of God not in- 
| canfiftent with the Divinity of. C riſt. As alſo. 
ſome Remarks on the Reply to Dr. WATERLAND. 
With an Introduction concerning the true State 
4 the Controverſy. In a Letter to a Friend. 865 


the Rev. Mr. JosErR PYKE. ty, . 


* The Great Duty of Reſignation to the Di- 7 
D vine Will in Afflictions, enfore d from the Ex- 
$3 2 ple of our Suffering Saviour. The Second E 


i 25 reg Reſt of the Saints in Hea- 
ven. Both by the Reverend and Learned WII.- 
LIAM Bars, D. D. Reviſed ſince his Death 
by A þ Worthy and Te a, his * 
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